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I just installed QGIS 3.6 on a new Macbook pro running Mojave, and I'm trying to produce geospatial PDFs of some basic maps of property boundaries overlaid onto aerial imagery base maps to use in Avenza on an iPhone.


I'm new to open source GIS, and what I'm used to with Arc being able to export directly to a geospatial PDF seems to be much more difficult with QGIS. It seems that the best workaround mentioned online is to export a map to a TIF with world data, then to convert that TIF to a PDF. On a PC running QGIS 3.2.3, I can do that just fine--I export a map image which creates a .tif file and a .tfw file, then I can use the "Translate (Convert Format)" tool in the raster drop-down menu and use that TIF as an input, select the projection, and select .pdf as the output file type to generate a geospatial PDF, but on my Mac PDF isn't listed as an output file type option.


I'm struggling to find a way to just get a map formatted so I can open it in Avenza, and I have no idea why this file type is an option on my older PC version of QGIS but not on the newer version on my mac. Does anybody has an idea of how I can take a map I produce in QGIS and easily export it as or convert it to a geospatial PDF? It seems most of the info I've found on either is outdated or involves a writing Python scripts that I just don't understand.
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Open a command window in the directory that contains your exported TIFF.  Type this command: gdal_translate -of PDF -a_srs EPSG:32648 yourinput.tif youroutput.pdf
Of course you will need to replace yourinput.tif and youroutput.pdf with the name of the TIF and the desired output file name.  Additionally you will need to change EPSG:32648 to what ever CRS you are using but you can just look that EPSG number up online.
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– Jake
                

                Mar 5, 2019 at 21:41
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                TIFF and GeoTiff are supported by GDAL gdal.org/formats_list.html.  What is your coordinate reference system?  Does the resulting PDF display correctly in QGIS?
                
                
– GBG
                

                Mar 5, 2019 at 22:16
            

        

    


	    


        
                    
                 | 
            Show 2 more comments
        
         
    

    





                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                    Your Answer
                                

                                    







        
            
                

                
                    
                        
                    

                    

                

            

        


    
    
        Thanks for contributing an answer to Geographic Information Systems Stack Exchange!
	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.

    

    
        
    




    
        Draft saved

        Draft discarded

    



            

            


        
            
            
        






                                
                                                
                
                    
                        Sign up or log in

                        
                        
                             Sign up using Google
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Facebook
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Email and Password
                        

                    

                    
                    
                    Submit
                    
                                Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


                    

                

            

            
            
                        Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


            


                                


                                    
                                        
                                            Post Your Answer
                                        
                                        
                                            Discard
                                        
                                            
                                                By clicking â€œPost Your Answerâ€�, you agree to our terms of service and acknowledge you have read our privacy policy.
                                            

                                    

                                    

                            



                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	qgis
	convert
	export
	pdf
	geospatial-pdf

 or ask your own question.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					2

				
				QGIS gdal_translate: command not found
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            10

                        
                        Can QGIS export Geospatial PDF for Avenza PDF map app?
                    

                    
                        
                            5

                        
                        Determining resolution of specific image in PDF document
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Exporting geospatial PDF for Avenza from ArcGIS Pro?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Export geospatial PDF from QGIS on Mac
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        QGIS Print Layouter exports only first page in PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        QGIS - Export to .PDF loses partial XYZ Tile
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        No option to make GeoPDF from layout view in QGIS
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    is there any way to make firearms work in a fantasy setting alongside swords and armor and stuff?
                

            
	
                

                    I saved these seeds last year, but I cannot remember what they are. Some sort of flower
                

            
	
                

                    Problem with RegionFuncion
                

            
	
                

                    Can a Pokémon transform a human into a Pokémon?
                

            
	
                

                    Converting at once 5000 GeoJSON into ESRI Shapefiles with QGIS
                

            
	
                

                    Neovim has wrong backround setting
                

            
	
                

                    Is it a good idea to give partial points in grading
                

            
	
                

                    What is this different airplane being flown in formation by the Red Arrows
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    Are these valid histograms?
                

            
	
                

                    What makes the Golan Heights a geopolitical region and strategically important for Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    autocorrelation of a vector series
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    Dropping outlier from linear regression model reducing adjusted R^2
                

            
	
                

                    Delayed blast fireball + sculpt spell = safely pick up fireball?
                

            
	
                

                    Is it possible to have a page master?
                

            
	
                

                    Why does it appear that God punishes Syria in Amos 1 for attacking Israel, even though he previously caused them to attack Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Why do we see a black hole shadow despite the fact that there is hot gas all around it and not all radiation is absorbed by the horizon?
                

            
	
                

                    Rocket attached to a pendulum. How is energy conserved?
                

            
	
                

                    Ways of improving USB-C mechanical durability
                

            
	
                

                    Short story about a futuristic civilization that had no concept of there being a wider universe, and the ramifications of them discovering it?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Geographic Information Systems

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5973
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    